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No one really likes to have an annual physical do they?  No, because they are thorough examinations of our 
bodies.  I’ve noticed the older I get the more they check during my yearly appointment and the longer it takes.   
What if we were to view ourselves spiritually this way, both as individuals and as a church?  The longer I’m 
here the more I learn and the more I review.  The same is often said of parishioners toward pastors.  You have a 
better sense of who I am and the direction in which we are going.  But, that better sense usually presents fresh 
challenges as well. 
Pastor’s training teaches that the 3rd year is usually a tougher year.  According to studies, it’s in the third year 
that people begin to ponder what’s been accomplished.  It’s by then that they have decided whether they will 
truly respect and follow a given leader, just pretend to do so, or rush to judgment in harshness.  That’s what 
they teach us to expect in our clergy training.  And this month begins year three for me at Calvary UMC. 
Thankfully, I can say that as you have been watching me, I have been watching you.  I like what I see.  Do you 
know we are praying more?  People are sharing concerns with one another and three times a week people are 
meeting to pray for our church! 
Look at the children.  My first three months at Calvary there were no children in the nursery and there was no 
demand for a children’s service.  Thank God, that need has resurged.  Look at our young adults ages 18-35!  
What a blessing to actually have a new ministry for them called T2 Nation.   The Stephen’s Ministry is a reality 
that just began recently from the seeds of a hope and a prayer. On Wednesday nights, our hearts have bonded 
as a bible study group.  This is the completion of year number two. 
We have studied, we have prayed and we have planned.  However, the most important question we must now 
ask is, “Lord, are you pleased?”  What pleases the Lord is a humble and a contrite heart.  Unity in the body 
pleases God.  Fear of the Lord and walking in God’s reverence pleases God.  Generosity and giving in a 
cheerful spirit pleases God.  Thank you Jesus, last year we paid our ministry share.  Our full payment of our 
apportionments blessed United Methodist missions and ministry around the globe.  You blessed people in 
Holly and in Haiti, and the greatest testimony of the works that will be accomplished by your faithfulness 
remains a mystery yet to be told.  
What a joy to have well over three dozen couples participate in a marriage seminar this year... and to see our 
list of children who have attended the Birthday Party for Jesus and other kid’s events growing.  This is not 
what I have done; this is what God has done through you.  Even at that, this is only a mere sampling.   
So, fine, well and good – truly they say, “expect a struggle after year number two” (which for me begins this 
month).  This may be, but here’s what I know to be true: “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 
already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me” 
Philippians 3:14.����
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Aaron & Caleb --------- Air Force 
Jason Blehm ------------ Air Force 
Rory Fuller --------------- Marines 
Andy Helzer ------------- Reserve 
Jeremiah Borrajo ----------- Army 
Morgan Plummer ---------- Army 
Michael Brewer ------------ Army 
Corey Mansfield ------------Army 
Andrew Hasen Fratz ------ Army 

Heather and Jason Sundell 
Zachariah DeYoung 

 

Almighty God,  
Stretch forth your mighty arm  

    to strengthen and protect the armed forces:  
grant that, meeting danger with courage  

and all occasions with discipline and loyalty,  
they may truly serve the cause of justice and peace;  

to the honor of your holy name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Note: Please notify the church office with any 
additions, corrections or if your service man or 

woman returns home. 

Save this August date! 
"Reunion with a Cause Cancer 
Walk" for 2010 will be Friday, 
August 13 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:30 
p.m. More information to come! 

 
Sunday July 11th 

 is a very special Sunday.  
 First, we will be commissioning the Mission Trip 
Team before they depart for their trip to West 
Virginia. 
 

Then, we will be celebrating Scott Dingwall's life 
with testimony and prayer. A special offering for 
“Paradise Dogs” will be taken in both services 
using trained leader dogs to collect donations. Scott 
trains dogs for this organization to help people in 
need. He will share how God uses him to 
bless others through these service dogs. 
 

Website Help Still Needed: 
www.hollycalvary.org 
Our website is an outreach tool for 
more and more seekers in our 
community, state, country and world. 
People are looking for what Calvary 
has to offer, how they can help, and 

the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Help is needed to keep 
our website fresh and up-to-date to meet these needs.  
 
Call Ellen Pease (248)369-8022 or email to 
epease3088@gmail.com if you can help:  
1. Make a short video of Rev. Faith doing an 
introduction to Calvary. 
2. Get the Youth Group news and happenings 
section. 
3. Collect information for the Ministry & Works . 
4. Keep part of the Info Center material up to date. 
5. Create a Facebook page for Calvary. (Blog? 
Twitter?) 
6. Update the Prayer section weekly. 
 

Your help will be appreciated by our website visitors 
and me. 
 

EXCITING NEWS   
 Sunday July 18th we have the 

privilege to host a guest. The Rev. 
John Grenfell will be with us.  Rev. 
Grenfell is dynamic, Godly and excited 

to join us.  Please come hear him during worship. 
  
Sunday July 25th we will have another guest.  It’s an 
honor to have Rev. Tom Robinson joining us at 8:30 
and 11.  Both of these long-time pastors and former 
district superintendents consider their time with us a 
gift.  They each have a message that you don't want 
to miss. 
 

Donations are still 
needed for our pantry. 

We are in short supply of most 
everything. Please bring in 
canned meats, vegetables, fruits, 
cereals, box mixes, peanut 
butter, etc. The need in our 
community continues to be great. Thank you so 
much for your generous donations. G.I.F.T. Circle 
 
 



Audio Sermons are Available and Free 
Each Sunday Rev. Faith’s sermons are recorded and 
available on CDs, which are on the table next to the 
sanctuary at NO COST. This service is sponsored 
by Calvary’s Sound Board Ministry. Please share 
these CD sermons with a shut in, your friends and 
family.  
 
Another way to listen to the sermons is to visit 
Calvary’s website at www.hollycalvary.org. There 
you can click on “Sermons” then scroll down the 
list, pick one and click on the play button. The 
sermon will be streamed through your computer. 
Still another way is to download 
them on your IPod from our 
website. Have questions or 
suggestions? Contact Dave Ray 
or Ellen Pease or you can leave 
a message at the church office at 
(248) 634-9711. 
 

Blood Drive at Calvary 
Less than an hour of your time may 
be worth a lifetime to someone who 
needs blood. The act of giving 
blood takes just 7 to 10 minutes; 
from sign in to cookies in the canteen, the whole 
process takes just 45-60 minutes. The one pint of 
blood you donate can make a lifesaving difference 
for up to three people. Please invest a little time to 
give the chance of a lifetime to someone who needs 
blood.  Calvary United Methodist Church is helping 
meet this need by sponsoring a blood drive on 
Monday, July 5, 2010 from 1pm to 7pm.  Any 
healthy person 17 or older, who weighs more 110 
pounds or more, may be eligible to give blood every 
56 days.  
WE NEED YOU to assist us in this lifesaving 
mission. Can you sign up to be a hero today?  
 

July 11 Bake Sale 
There will be a bake sale in 
Calvary Hall on Sunday, July 
11th. Any baked goods you 

would furnish would be 
appreciated for the “Reunion With A Cause” benefit. 
The walk will be Aug. 13, and Calvary will  have a 
team walking. Come join us and as always, as 
Methodists, there will be a potluck.  
 

Calvary Supports 
 “Reunion with a Cause” 

Cancer Walk 
August 13, 6:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

Hello Calvary family, friends and beyond. This year 
the “Reunion with a Cause” Cancer Walk is even 
dearer to my heart as Linda, my friend since high 
school, has been going through chemo for breast 
cancer since December. A person would not believe 
the cost of required medications, chemo treatments 
and extra expenses that are not covered by insurance 
let alone the recovery time after each treatment. 
Some patients go without certain medications that 
will help them tolerate the chemo because “they 
can’t afford it”.  
 
This is where the funds raised by “Reunion with a 
Cause” come in. 100% of the money donated by 
every person through “Reunion with a Cause” goes 
directly to the patients of the Genesys Hurley Cancer 
Institute in Flint, Michigan. These funds help pay for 
items needed by the cancer patients such as 
medicine, co-pays, home health care, patient 
equipment and  gas money to get to appointments. 
“Reunion with a Cause” raised $69,500 in 2009. 
This year we have more work to do.  
 
You can be a part of the 2010 "Reunion with a 
Cause" Cancer Walk at Holly High School Friday, 
August 13 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Donating 
one dollar, buying a luminary candle in memory or 
in honor of someone that will be lit during this 
evening, collecting donations, putting up posters and 
canisters in area businesses and offices are all ways 
to say “I want to be a part.” Call either of the 
‘Reunion with a Cause” co-directors, Marianne 
Nickels at (248)634-5420 or Charlene Wright at 
(248)634-7423. 
 
Be a part in this free evening of entertainment and 
fun. Come, have a good time and see what it is all 
about. 
Click on "Reunion with a Cause 2010" for more 
information about this worthy organization on our 
website or  "Reunion with a Cause-Genesys" for the 
Genesys Health Foundation website information. 
 
Remember, you can make a difference! 
 



Calvary 
Commissions 
Stephen Leaders 
On June 6th Calvary commissioned two new Stephen 
Leaders. They are Greg Timmons and Joy Homrich. 

They have been through over 50 hours of specialized 
training in Christian care giving and will take on the 
role of training Stephen Ministers for our church.  
Our Stephen Ministers will provide confidential one-
to-one Christian care to people experiencing a crisis 
or going through a difficult time. Stephen Ministers 
meet weekly with their care receiver for around an 
hour to listen, care, encourage, pray, and provide 
emotional and spiritual support for the person. 
Caring relationships last for as long as the person’s 
need persists. The Stephen Ministries organization is 
based in St. Louis but serves more than 10,000 
congregations representing 150 Christian 
denominations worldwide.  Please lift up our new 
Stephen Ministry.�
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NEW TIME: The quilt group is successfully 
meeting the third Monday of each month at 1 p.m. 
The time change has increased attendance and much 
work is being accomplished to the glory of God. To 
make your wishes known, call Julia Ford at 248-
634-9078 or see me at church! 
 
 

Matching Funds for 
Andy Lipiec 

Some of you may remember that our 
church family supported Andy last year 

so that he could receive matching funds for his 
college tuition.  Indiana Wesleyan will match our 
$900 with $900 of their own for the 2010-2011 year.  
We already have $300 left from last year.  If you 
would like to support Andy again this year, please 
make a check out to Calvary with Andy’s name on 
the memo line and put it in the offering or give it to 
the treasurer, Marianne Nickels.  The money needs 
to be sent in by the middle of August.  Thank you 
for your support. 
 

Money Is 
Everything! 
 “Money plays a major role in 
our personalities… “The way 
money exerts these enormous 

influences in our lives is determined less by how 
much of it we have than by the philosophy we have 
adopted regarding money. “That personal 
philosophy determines how we think and behave 
regarding money, and tends to fall into one of four 
general patterns: 
1. Some people insist that money is not important. 
‘Money does not buy happiness,’ they often say. 
2. Other people insist that money is the most 
important thing in life. ‘Money is not the key to 
happiness,’ they say, ‘but if you have enough of it, 
you can have a key made!’ 
3. Still other people say that life is like two lanes of 
traffic. ‘Money is important in the material lane but 
not in the spiritual lane,’ they seem to say. ‘To 
connect with God, you move to the spiritual lane—
you pray. To be in touch with the real world, you 
move to the material lane—you run in the rat race, 
trying to make a buck.’ 
4. Jesus held a fourth view. Jesus said that money is 
everything—not in the usual sense of that term but in 
the spiritual sense. Jesus did not divide reality into 
two parts—the material and the spiritual. He said 
that the way we think and behave with regard to 
money impacts us both physically and spiritually. Its 
use and misuse affects our relationship with God and 
the quality of our life. ‘For Where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also,’ Jesus said (Luke 
12:34), illustrating his point with a story about a rich 
man who tried to achieve a quality life by building 
more barns to hold his wealth. The punch line says, 
‘So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God’ (Luke 
12:21).”  [Money Is/Isn’t Everything,  Herb Miller] 
 
Which of those four views describes your philosophy of 
money? 

Taken from Stewardship Nuggets, by Herb Miller 
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Join us for our next Adult Potluck, Friday, July 16. 
We meet in Calvary Hall at noon, have a potluck 
lunch and fellowship together.    See you there! 
 
 

Scrip Equals Cash for Calvary 
$375+ earned so far in 2010  

The gift cards that you 
buy/order each Sunday from the 
scrip table equals cash for our 
church. 100% of the profit from 
each card is given to Calvary for 
church needs.  Buy your gift 
cards now for upcoming 
graduations, showers, weddings, birthdays and 
anniversaries. We have gift cards for every need, and 

I mean every need! It’s wise money 
managing.  See Ron at the hall scrip 
table every Sunday or call him at 
(248)369-8022. Thank you. 
 

Note: American Express debit cards 
are available to use in places like Holly Foods, 
Kroger and Meijer that don’t have their own scrip. 
They are good for five years.   
 Ron and Ellen Pease, volunteer Calvary scrip 
coordinators  

 

CD Players Needed 
 for our Shut-Ins 

Calvary needs six (6) simple-to-use CD 
players to lend to our shut-ins so they 

will be able to listen to the weekly sermons that are 
on CDs. Contact Dave Ray, Ellen Pease or 
Tim/Linda Burns to donate a CD player.  Thank you. 
 
 

A Word from Our Trustees 
Just a reminder that the Tuesday 
Waste Management trucks do 
NOT pick up yard waste.  We 
ask that everyone remember to 
keep yard waste and regular 
garbage separated in the church 
waste receptacles.  Thanks for 
your cooperation. 

����	���������
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T2 Nation is starting a new 
study called FEARLESS!  We'll 
examine how to live without fear 
in the midst of job searches, war, 
the oil spill and other stress 
factors of our time.  Email Rev. 
Faith if you want to join us at 
pastor-faith@sbcglobal.net. We plan to meet five 
Thursdays for dinner and discussion starting in July.  
Watch the bulletin for our start date. 
 
 

“GALACTIC 
BLAST”  

Vacation Bible School 
August 2-6 

 
Do you have children? 

Grandchildren? Do your neighbors have children? 
Tell them to save August 2-6 from 6-8 p.m. for our 
evening Vacation Bible School entitled “Galactic 
Blast, a Cosmic Adventure Praising God!” 
Registration forms will be on our website soon at 
www.hollycalvary.org and in the church office.  
 
“Through daily missions, your kids will see space like 
never before, gain a new perspective on our planet Earth, 
and learn easy "green" earth tips they can practice at 
home. This cosmic combination of faith and fun will have 
your cadets developing a personal relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.” (Taken from the website 
http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/galactic-
blast/overview.php.) 

 

Are you up for some fun? 
We still need a few VBS 
volunteers. Contact Barb 
Nickels or the church 
office at (248)634-9711 if 
you would like to 
volunteer a few hours 
during this grand voyage 
of helping children praise God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Church Picnic 
There is a time and season for 
everything. For a few years now in 
lieu of a church picnic, Calvary has 
held a “Funfest” inviting others 

outside of Calvary to participate. This year the 
Funfest planning has run into a few snags and so it 
would appear God’s plan is to return to a Church 
Picnic in 2010. More details will follow as the time 
is growing near, but on Sunday – August 8th Calvary 
will have the traditional “outdoor” service under the 
tent following our VBS week, followed by an all 
hands church picnic. So reserve the day for fun, and 
pray for sun! And you can still invite others to 
participate. 
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We will be skipping our 
July and August meetings 

due to vacations. Our next men’s meeting will be 
Saturday, September 10, which is one week after the 
Labor Day weekend. Thanks.  
Bill Ream, President 
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Hope all ladies (and gents) are 
having a great summer.  U.M.W. 
will resume meeting on August 

30th.  This is a week early due to Labor Day falling 
on the first Monday.  Pray about joining us.  There 
are fewer and fewer attending the meetings.  The 
women's groups are a mainstay of the church, and 
we need your help to make important decisions.  We 
will meet at the church at 6:30 on the above date to 
carpool to a chosen restaurant for dinner and our 
meeting.  Hope to have a good turn out.   
 

A big thank you to all who made Graduation Sunday 
a big success.  Thanks to Brenda Trimmer for 
presenting the awards and her helper Linda (Vanna) 
Pittenger.  I heard really good things about the 
service, and the reception after.   
 

Rummage Sale-  Please be sorting out while you 
clean house, basement, and garage this summer.  The 
dates of September 23 & 24th have been set for the 
sale.  We need lots of stuff - especially big items, 
and winter coats.  A BIG thank you to Guy 

Winohradsky for refurbishing the railing by Calvary 
Hall.  It looks so nice - have heard several comments 
- see, people do notice!    
Julia Ford, president 
 
 

Coffee Hour Coordinator Found 
Coffee Hour is an important part of sharing, 

networking and caring. 
Mrs.Shawn Schultz has volunteered to 
be the second service coffee hour 
coordinator. Please give her your full 
support by signing up on the Coffee 
Hour list that is in the kitchen. 
Donations are taken for juice and 
other supplies too. Please contact 
Dawn Rogers or Shawn Schultz if 
you have any questions. 
 
 

Website News 
Church Calendar Reminders 

Don’t miss another meeting at Calvary.  Let our 
church website at www.hollycalvary.org  email you 
with easy reminders. 
 

Example: You want an email reminder for the LSC 
meeting on July 27.  
1. Go to www.hollycalvary.org.  
2. On the left side of our home page is a church 
calendar. At the bottom of the calendar you will see 
two little boxes with arrows in them. Click on the 
left box titled “View Full Page Calendar”.  
3. At the top of the calendar pick “July”. 
4. Click on LSC in the July 27 square. 
5. Next, type in your email address and validation 
code. Click Submit. 
Now you will get an email reminder one or two days 
before the LSC meeting.  
 

If the reminder is for a recurring meeting, then each 
month an email will be sent to your email address 
each time the meeting occurs.  
 

If you do the above steps, you won’t forget a 
meeting or activity again. 
Call or email me if you have any questions or 
comments.  
Ellen Pease 
Phone (248)634-9711 
epease3088@gmail.com 
 



Calvary is Smoke Free 
Effective June 1, 2010 Calvary United 

Methodist Church is now a smoke-free 
campus.  This will help ensure a healthy environment 
for all who come to worship and fellowship.  
Refraining from smoking on the church grounds in its 
entirety will especially be reassuring to those among us 
who suffer from severe allergies and asthma.  Thank 
you in advance for your support and compliance.  This 
decision supports the recommendation of the UM 
Book of Resolutions and the National Council of 
Churches. 
 Your Leadership Service Council and Rev. Faith 
Timmons 
 

Edalene Receives Photo 
 from President Obama 

First Service’s Edalene Moore received an 
autographed photo of President Barrack Obama and 
his family after sending him a two foot by one foot 
beaded American flag, a photo of Edalene holding 
the beaded flag, four beaded crosses (one for each 
one in the family) and her “Family Tree” poem. 
President Obama and his wife, Michelle, both signed 
the photo. Edalene and her friends were so surprised 
that their eyes popped out when they saw the photo 
of President Obama. One of Edalene’s friends had a 
beautiful frame to display the photo that showed the 
signatures. 
Edalene felt honored to receive this photo even if it 
took quite a while to get it. This year, she is planning 
to send President Obama a Christmas card in hopes 
of getting one in return.  
 

 Congratulations! 
Our Jim Diegel came home from 
the 2010 State Summer Games 
with a gold medal in running the 
100-meter run , a silver medal in 
shot put and sixth place for the 
standing long jump. Jim was told 
by his coaches that this year was 
the best year he has ever had.  Congratulations, Jim! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Reaching Out 
 to our Community 

 
Calvary’s Communication and Technology Team is 
helping our church reach out to our community in a 
more efficient way.  An electronic sign is being 
planned to replace the outdated front sign. The 
electronic sign has many capabilities that include 
displaying all of our activities, emergency messages 
and community events. Pictures of the proposed sign 
are on the bulletin board in the hallway. 
 
Together we can all make a difference.  
A pledge of $5 weekly raises $260 (need 77 people).  
A pledge of $10 weekly raises $520 (need 39 
people). 
A pledge of $1 daily raises $365 (need 55 people). 
Any amount donated no matter how small would 
help to get one step further in making this sign a 
reality.  
 

ALL donations are 100% tax deductible. Checks 
are to be made out to "Calvary United Methodist 
Church" with "electronic sign" (important) written 
on the memo line. Have questions? Call Tim and 
Linda Burns or leave them a message in the church 
in the office. Thank you.  
Calvary’s Communication & Technology Team 
 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

 
We Appreciate Your Help!  

The office secretary, editors and volunteers 
appreciate your help to get the monthly newsletter 
out each month in a timely fashion. Your attention to 
the deadline makes the newsletter editing and 
publishing much easier. Please continue to plan 
ahead and thank you for your cooperation. 
 

Written or typed newsletter articles for August are 
due in the office on July 25th and by email no later 
than 9 a.m. on July 26th   Articles turned in after 
these deadlines will be put in the September 
newsletter. 
 

Communication 
& Technology 

Team 

Have we missed your birthday 
or anniversary? 

Just give the church office a call at 
(248)634-9711with the information, and 
we’ll see your name is added. We don’t 
want to miss or forget anyone. Thanks. 



 
 
 
 
Thank you 
I have so appreciated all of your concerns during my 
brief "vacation."  Have had several calls to check up 
on me, some cards, and I know lots of prayers.  I feel 
better every day, and thank God that the diagnosis 
isn't worse.  I especially thank all of the ladies who 
stepped up to make the graduation reception so 
successful.  God Bless all of you.  Julia Ford. 
 
Thank You 
Team Hill thanks you, our church family, for all 
your support for the 3-mile March of Dimes Walk 
for Babies. Your pledges, baked goods, and the 
buying at the bake sale were greatly appreciated and 
we raised $500.00 for the cause. Team Hill had over 
fifty walkers on a beautiful, warm Sunday morning 
and raised approximately $5,000.00. (And I only 
rested once waiting for the young ones to catch up.) 
If we only help one baby to survive, it was worth all 
the effort. Once again, we thank you so much for all. 
Todd, Elise, Cortec Coen & Katherine 
 

Thank You 
I would like to thank Katherine Hill and all of the 
men and women who helped with the lovely dinner 
for my sister’s family and myself. It was greatly 
appreciated.  Also, a big thank you to Rev. Faith for 
the graveside service and thanks to God for all of the 
love, kindness and cards.  
Evie Gudith and the family of Idella Burchel 
 

Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone who helped us out 
at the time of our father’s illness and passing. We 
especially want to thank Rev. Faith for conducting a 
beautiful memorial service and for visiting our father 
in the hospital. Thanks also to Carol Walker for the 
wonderful music at Dad’s service. Special thanks to 
Jeff Miller and Linda Blair for all of their help and 
support, as well as to everyone who helped at the 
luncheon and sent cards and prayed for us. We will 
be eternally grateful.  
Thanks so much, Char and Norm Clement 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to my Calvary Friends 
Recently I was in the hospital. My doctors and case 
manager felt that some of my daily medications were 
working against each other, causing me to “hear 
voices” and that medical help was needed to regulate 
these medicines. I called my own family first, and 
then I called my church friend to pray for me 
because I knew her prayers would be with me. I 
never thought my church family at Calvary would 
make me a beautiful prayer quilt! Many people at 
church said prayers for me as they tied knots on the 
quilt. I felt comforted and lifted to our Lord.  
I want to thank Reverend Faith for trying to seek me 
out at a local hospital, all my Calvary church family 
who prayed for me and for my Calvary friend who 
brought me home from the hospital. May God bless 
you all. 
Your sister in Christ, 
Judy Wood 
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Save These Dates! 
Church Picnic 

Sunday, August 8. 
 

Financial Planning Seminar  
Tuesday, September 21, 7-9 p.m. 

 
Our 2010 Church Conference 
Wednesday, September 29th 

6:30 p.m. – SPRC meets with DS and Rev. Faith 
7:15 p.m. – Entire church conference  
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The past few months have been quite busy for this 
newly initiated farm girl. Instead of writing a novel, 
perhaps I can convey all that has happened though 
‘farm-life-lessons learned.’ 
 
When the weathermen say that ‘this is the worst 
allergy season in 30+ years’ – they mean it. 
 
When a farmer comes running in to the tornado 
shelter from outside and throws a blanket over your 
head, know that there is indeed a tornado on the 
ground. 
 
When your mother-in-law invites you to participate 
in ‘butchering day’ plan to: (a) have bandages on 
hand, and, (b) plan to not want to eat, see, smell, or 
touch another chicken for months afterward. 
 
When invited to a wedding in Kansas, expect it to be 
in a barn or in a tent. 
 
When asked to go on a date, just know it will most 
likely be in a tractor or combine. 
 
When you are in the country, know that there is no 
such thing as a fire hydrant. (Mom and Dad always 
said to always know where the nearest fire hydrant 
is, no matter where you live….guess that doesn’t 
mean in the country.) 
 
When you lose something down the toilet, you only 
need to go to the lagoon to retrieve it.  
 
When bringing a meal to a farmer, it is a good idea 
to know where the field is located. 
 
When you are late for work, there is no such thing as 
traffic jams, just tractor jams, combine jams, grain 
truck jams…. 
 
When asked to prepare your very first harvest meal, 
suggesting that you drive to town and pick-up a 
take-out meal is not the best idea 
 
When driving home from work, there are NO 
shortcuts. Taking an alternate route will result in 
getting lost 
 

When you are preparing a meal and you see that you 
are missing an ingredient, you are out of luck, no 
such thing as ‘running to the store.’ 
 
When attempting to make a new recipe, first 
determine if all ingredients are even available in the 
state.  
When seeking out good food, good clothes and good 
movies, it is not at all uncommon to drive over an 
hour to find it. 
 
When the husband says he is going to take you 
sledding, no need to look for a hill. Know that you 
will be towed by a rope behind a four-wheeler. 
 
When preparing to spring clean, taking all the 
screens out, hosing them down and putting them all 
back is best done right before a dust storm. 
 
When driving out to the next town to pick up a part 
with a farmer, suggesting a stop at ‘Starbucks’ on 
the way will get a good laugh the whole hour ½ 
there and the hour ½ back as you drive past field, 
after field after field….  
 
As you can see, I am still learning! Off I go now to 
purchase groceries for my first harvest meal! Wish 
me luck!   
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